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itoring program that will provide for under-
standing the physics and chemistry of the 
Earth’s upper atmosphere. 

(Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 401, as added Pub. L. 
94–39, § 8, June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222.) 

§ 2482. ‘‘Upper atmosphere’’ defined 

For the purpose of this subchapter the term 
‘‘upper atmosphere’’ means that portion of the 
Earth’s sensible atmosphere above the tropo-
sphere. 

(Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 402, as added Pub. L. 
94–39, § 8, June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222.) 

§ 2483. Program authorized 

(a) In order to carry out the purposes of this 
subchapter the Administration in cooperation 
with other Federal agencies, shall initiate and 
carry out a program of research, technology, 
monitoring, and other appropriate activities di-
rected to understand the physics and chemistry 
of the upper atmosphere. 

(b) In carrying out the provisions of this sub-
chapter the Administration shall— 

(1) arrange for participation by the scientific 
and engineering community, of both the Na-
tion’s industrial organizations and institu-
tions of higher education, in planning and car-
rying out appropriate research, in developing 
necessary technology and in making necessary 
observations and measurements; 

(2) provide, by way of grant, contract, schol-
arships or other arrangements, to the maxi-
mum extent practicable and consistent with 
other laws, for the widest practicable and ap-
propriate participation of the scientific and 
engineering community in the program au-
thorized by this subchapter; and 

(3) make all results of the program author-
ized by this subchapter available to the appro-
priate regulatory agencies and provide for the 
widest practicable dissemination of such re-
sults. 

(Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 403, as added Pub. L. 
94–39, § 8, June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222.) 

§ 2484. International cooperation 

In carrying out the provisions of this sub-
chapter, the Administration, subject to the di-
rection of the President and after consultation 
with the Secretary of State, shall make every 
effort to enlist the support and cooperation of 
appropriate scientists and engineers of other 
countries and international organizations. 

(Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 404, as added Pub. L. 
94–39, § 8, June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 223.) 
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§ 2486. Congressional statement of findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) the vitality of the Nation and the quality 

of life of the citizens of the Nation depend in-
creasingly on the understanding, assessment, 
development, and utilization of space re-
sources; 

(2) research and development of space 
science, space technology, and space commer-
cialization will contribute to the quality of 
life, national security, and the enhancement 
of commerce; 

(3) the understanding and development of 
the space frontiers require a broad commit-
ment and an intense involvement on the part 
of the Federal Government in partnership 
with State and local governments, private in-
dustry, universities, organizations, and indi-
viduals concerned with the exploration and 
utilization of space; 

(4) the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, through the national space 
grant college and fellowship program, offers 
the most suitable means for such commitment 
and involvement through the promotion of ac-
tivities that will result in greater understand-
ing, assessment, development, and utilization; 
and 

(5) Federal support of the establishment, de-
velopment, and operation of programs and 
projects by space grant colleges, space grant 
regional consortia, institutions of higher edu-
cation, institutes, laboratories, and other ap-
propriate public and private entities is the 
most cost-effective way to promote such ac-
tivities. 

(Pub. L. 100–147, title II, § 202, Oct. 30, 1987, 101 
Stat. 869.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 201 of title II of Pub. L. 100–147 provided that: 
‘‘This title [enacting this chapter] may be cited as the 
‘National Space Grant College and Fellowship Act’.’’ 

§ 2486a. Congressional statement of purposes 

The purposes of this chapter are to— 
(1) increase the understanding, assessment, 

development, and utilization of space re-
sources by promoting a strong educational 
base, responsive research and training activi-
ties, and broad and prompt dissemination of 
knowledge and techniques; 

(2) utilize the abilities and talents of the 
universities of the Nation to support and con-
tribute to the exploration and development of 
the resources and opportunities afforded by 
the space environment; 

(3) encourage and support the existence of 
interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary pro-
grams of space research within the university 
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